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The classical curriculum had also the advantage, to be
rightly or wrongly used, that it lent itself admirably to
competitive study, to examinations, to marks, to prizes,
to going up and down in class.    It was from that aspect
that I made my Upper Canada College education even
less beneficial than it need have been, accentuating its
faults by  utilizing its  weakness.   We  had  at  Upper
Canada College the system whereby each day's class
consisted mainly of questions and answers, that is, either
questions on home work done the night before or on
something done at sight in class   The boys sat all alone
one side, or all across the front of the room.    If the
master asked a boy a question and he couldn't answer
it was passed on, " Next! Next ! " till somebody did
answer.   The boy who thus answered correctly moved
up above the ones who had failed to answer.    Theoret-
ically, but very rarely in practice, a question might be
asked of a boy at the top of the class, and be passed
on "Next, Next" with increasing excitement all the
way to the bottom boy of the class, who might answer
correctly and "go up ahead" in one swoop.   Hence
the system had in it a certain element of sport, some-
thing of the attraction of a horse-race.   At least it kept
the class from going to sleep and it made the class do
the work and not the teacher.    It always seems to me
that in a lot of the revised education of to-day, which
quite rightly undertook to modify the severities,  the
rigour, the physical punishment and the needless diffi-
culties of the older teaching, the mistake is made in the
contrary direction.   Everything is made too easy.   The
teacher has to " sell" the subject to the class, and in
trying to make everything clear and simple it is forgotten
that there are some things that can't be made clear and
simple because they are by nature difficult and complex.
For me the old-fashioned system of going up and down,
and trying to move up to the head of the class and stay
there, proved altogether too congenial and attractive and
helped to give a false bias to my education*   In the junior